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Dear First Pres,

| hope you're reading this magazine in a comfy chair in front of a cozy fire.
Winter in Colorado, as beautiful as it is, can send us hunting for ways to light up
the long hours of darkness.

Truth be told, it's not just Colorado winter that's dark. Our world as a whole
seems dark these days, doesn't it? It's hard to escape the 24-hour, omnipresent
news feed, and so much of what scrolls past us is just tough stuff. It's
understandable that our minds and hearts stretch out in search of anything that
brings a moment of relief, a moment of light.

Want to hear some good news? There is light. True light that casts out darkness. Jesus is the
Light of the World. Won't you join me in gazing intently at His light this Advent? When you
come to worship, you'll receive a candle to take home. It's just a little Christmas gift from your
church to bring a bit of Christ’s light into your home. I'd love for you to light it as you read and
discuss the devotional pages included in this magazine. Together we'll look for the Brighter
light. Together we will let the light of Emmanuel envelop us with love.

Yours in Christ,

//_T-—:-‘ﬁ—

Tim
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The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon
shine on you, for the Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your God will be your glory.
Isaiah 60:19

“Morning Light” by Jo Gosnell is part of our Advent art exhibit, which can
be viewed in the Narthex and Plaza throughout Advent. A reception with the
artists will be held before and after worship services on Sunday, December 3.




FIRST PRES MI

Il Year long, First Pres is abuzz with activity. But Christmas and Advent are a stand-
out season, providing particular opportunities for us to welcome those who are

new to our church or new to faith in Christ altogether.

Here are some of our seasonal ministry opportunities. Please pray for these events—that
those who haven't yet met Jesus will take a step closer to Him. If you're looking for an
occasion to invite a friend or neighbor, these are some good ones.
)

A Breakfast in Bethlehem — December 2

- Children’s Ministries and Children’s Music team up to provide a fun

~ family morning at the beginning of the Christmas season. Enjoy'tWo

: tions for a yummy pancake breakfast. All of the

or fun, kid-friendly Christ%aq;rafis. (And

n, our Children’s and Youth Choirs present

differ\ent/sééti'n

materials ar

/”/(Ne do the

/ an interactiv ory featuring your favorite Christmas carols.
www.first-pres.org/breakfastinbethlehem

' The Heart of Christmas - Women'’s Christmas Celebration - December 7 & 8

Long known as the Women'’s Christmas Luncheon, this year’s event has expanded to offer

two seatings: dinner on Thursday and lunch on Friday. Reserve a whole table and invite your
friends. Pam Moore will be our speaker. www.first-pres.org/heartofchristmas

Christmas Joy! - December 10
pectacular show, Big Blue own as the First Pres Sanctuary Choir) invites all of

i @@ a full orchestra, a 1=7-pi.ece Big Band, The:Pikes #

‘s Chorale, the Celtic Mountain Band, Celtic
pffered, at 2 and 4 p.m. The beautiful strains "

of “Fairest Lord Jesus,"”

grace this performance ristmasjoy & ’
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NISTRY UPDATE

Carols & Cocoa — December 15

This fun event for singles and families, young and old, finds us not gathered, but scattered—
spreading out across Colorado Springs to bless many neighborhoods with laughter and
Christmas carols. We meet for a light dinner at different homes serving as our “caroling
outposts,” then go out to carol in the surrounding neigborhoods. www.first-pres.org/carols

Men'’s Christmas Brunch - December 16

For men of all ages—Dbring your dad, your son, or your grandson, or just bring yourself. We'll
have great food and a message from Newt Crenshaw, president of Young Life, to encourage
you this holiday season. www.first-;/)res.org/men

/

Christmas Eve - December 24 . 3

Christmas Eve %aTlﬂs‘ﬁo'ﬁ a Sunda';this year. We'll offer nine X A %' W

worship servic/e/s/in four different styles so that everyone ,r‘."-""': e £ TR
can make wof‘ship part of their Christmas celebration. The 4 ‘&

day begins., with a children’s service at 10 a.m. At noon, K . a

our traditional candlelight servicgg begin in the Sanctuary. 22 " v ’
These services will be offered a :30 and 7 p.m. ,}"
Concurrent with the 2 and 4 p. s will be two : 4 o

band-led worship services in the Worship Center, with

video preaching from the Sanctuary. We'll close the day—

and welcome in Christmasgay h a 10:45 acoustic

Celtic service with comm Sanctuary. www.first-pres.o

If

le ay serws en to guests. You can also help to active

First Pre$ regularly, we encourage you to attend one o

bec art of the Christmas Eve host team. Volunteers who co
of the day can enjoy a yummy Christmas buffet as part of their vol € hy not
make it a new Christmas tradition? www.first-pres.org/servechri

12.17 | www.
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im hope, veiled opportunities, hid-
den and overlooked violence, invis-
ible suffering and unnoticed poten-
tial beg for Light to reveal a different
truth. In September 2017, a Global
Engagement team visited some very
dark corners of Guatemala. There—
as everywhere—without God’s pres-
ence and His people, the shadows of
sin would cover everything.
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It takes intentional listening and watching to
see the hand of God in the poorest parts of this
Central-American country. The promise, hope and
opportunity that Jesus brings are critical there, as
they are worldwide. We were blessed to meet many
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By Laura Mueller

bringers of light, who step boldly into the dark-
ness, which has become their holy ground. Let me
introduce you to these three:

T Fuur Lives

Tita Evertz understands her purpose and calling in
life—to be a beacon of light and hope to the kids
who live in La Limonada, a 60,000 person “Red
Zone” slum in Guatemala City. Even the local law
enforcement fears this place because of the violent
gangs controlling the area. But Tita has planted
seeds of light and seen fruit.

Tita is the founder of Vidas Plenas, a ministry
with four child development academies where
more than 300 children come and learn about
alternatives to the gang life. Just as the center’s
brightly painted buildings of yellow, orange, green
and pink contrast with gray concrete all around,
40 Vidas Plenas staft cast a brighter future for the
slum’s kids. Tita, her team and their four acade-
mies are representations of the light of Jesus. They
offer redemption and hope to children, and help
them to live vidas plenas—full lives.

Jomapa: Doons or Hopr

Jomara Pineda devotes her energy to the people
of the largest central market in Guatemala City,



La Terminal. Through her ministry, Puertas de
Esperanza, she is opening wide the doors of hope
for kids and teens who live and work in the market
and in the dump located on its periphery. Despite
the potent smell and the pain of living in 10 feet
of garbage, Jomara hopes to purchase a building
facing the dump to be the new home to Puertas
de Esperanza. Location is everything—Jomara be-
lieves this. She looks past the garbage and sees an
opportunity to be a catalyst of change and light in
the lives of La Terminal’s children.

Eoy: Emprovment, Not Emicration
Eddy Xicay is a young adult with a heart and a
passion for his generation. With the absence of op-
portunity and possibilities in Guatemala, many of
Eddy’s peers feel their only option is to migrate to
the U.S. But Eddy knows that expectations of com-
ing to America do not always match reality. So he,
his ministry partner Heidi, and other members of
their youth network strive to mobilize the young
adults in their communities and help them find
their vision and passion at home in Guatemala.
One 17-year-old boy was planning to migrate
due to a lack of options. Through his relationship
with Eddy and the Holy Spirit’s prompting, he de-
cided to stay in their town of Cojobal and create
his own reality. With a small loan provided by the
youth network, he started a car wash business at

Eddy (center) with friends in Cojobal

his home. He explains: “I was going to take the
risky journey, but now I have an option here” This
young man has created a brighter future for him-
self and the other young people he is able to em-
ploy. As this scene is repeated, Eddy is unleashing
the potential of his generation and instilling bright
hope for their futures.

First Pres enjoys decades-long partnerships in
Cuba, Egypt, India and Mongolia. Teams invest-
ing in Guatemala in this season have a chance to
listen, build relationships, discern together and
respond to issues of justice and suffering in this
potential partnership.

Our opportunity in Guatemala could include
relationships with a church network, with individ-
uals and with various ministries, but the big pic-
ture is not yet clear. Our discernment effort began
in fall of 2016 and will continue through 2018. If
youd like to be involved in building this partner-
ship from the ground up, contact the Mission En-
gagement office at 719-884-6233.

Laura Mueller is Program Coordinator for City Engagement and
Global Engagement

La Terminal waste provides needed food and
income through resale of salvagables.
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JESUS

SHINES
BRIGHTER

An interview with Jim DeJarnette

“\hroughout Advent, our sermon series, Brighter, will explore Christ’s light as su-
\-perior to all other lights we see. A line from the hymn “Fairest Lord Jesus” was on
= Pastor Tim McConnell’s heart as he outlined the preaching for the season:

Jesus shines brighter.

The hymn similarly caught the attention of Minister of Music Jim DeJarnette. All fall,
Jim has been crafting different arrangements of the piece until it runs as the central theme
throughout Advent worship. The work itself has been an act of worship. Jim tells the story:

7

FPM: How will the hymn “Fairest Lord Jesus” become a central theme of our worship
during Advent this year?

Jim: A proclamation for the ages resounds in the hymn’s third stanza: “Jesus shines
brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels heaven can boast!” Can you imagine
a phrase that better captures the wonder, hope and joy of Advent? This hymn,
typically experienced as being “pastoral,” contains a message of vivid clarity:
Jesus is The Light shining in our darkness. In Him is life, and that life is the
Light of all mankind (John 1:4). No darkness can overcome the Light of
Christ!
“Fairest Lord Jesus” has deep nobility, which gives it a place
among the timeless expressions of our faith. In Advent, as we
reflect upon the eternal light of Christ, we turn to the po-
etic voices of Isaiah and John. It is wonderful to dis-
cover how powerfully the poetry of this hymn
speaks, side by side, with prophetic
Scripture at this time of year.

8| www.first-pres.org 12.17



We will sing portions of it every Sunday in
Advent, as we immerse ourselves in the Light
of our coming Savior!

FPM: What phrases or images have captured
your imagination as you have arranged

this hymn, and arranged worship services
around it?

Jim: This hymn contains statements both
masterfully theological and deeply person-

al. Right out of the gate, it addresses Jesus,
saying, “O thou of God and man the Son.”
This gets at the heart of Jesus’ birth and the
inexpressible wonder of the incarnation. It
calls us to join with Mary in singing “My soul
glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior...for the Mighty One has
done great things for me—holy is his Name”
(Luke 1:46, 49). As Mary ponders the mystery
of the miracle within her, we, too, are drawn
into the deeply personal nature of God’s love.
“Fairest Lord Jesus” gives us the opportunity
to respond in love, personally, to our Savior
singing, “Thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,
thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown!”

FPM: How has God worked inside you as
you have worked with this music?

Jim: Music has always served to open doors of
discovery for me. In “Fairest Lord Jesus,” God
has used the sublime marriage of words and
music to further reveal Himself. In this case,
the accessible nature of the music, combined
with the expansive revelation of who God is,
works to bring about a deep desire to worship.
The gentle music encourages our understand-
ing that our “Beautiful Savior” makes it possible
to approach the throne of Almighty God in all
of life’s experience! The hymn so understands
life that it includes, “Jesus is fairer, Jesus is pur-
er, who makes the woeful heart to sing” Even
the “woeful heart” finds its fulfillment in wor-
shiping the Source of all comfort and peace.

FPM: What special musical moments might
we listen for during our Advent season?

Jim: We will underscore “Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer” through the addition of a
new chorus complimenting “Fairest Lord Je-
sus.” The hymn and chorus will occupy a spe-
cial moment each week in all of our Sanctuary
worship services.

Christmas Joy! will begin with a child
singing “Fairest Lord Jesus,” and end with the
hymn ringing out amidst the towering strains
of Handel’s great “Amen” from Messiah. Mid-
way through the concert, a new arrangement
of “Fairest Lord Jesus,” performed by Alvy
Powell, the Children’s Chorale, the choir and
orchestra, will present the hymn in all of its
grandeur and nobility.

FPM: What hope would you like to impart
through the singing of this hymn at the close
of this year?

Jim: Our hope is in Jesus Christ alone. He
shines bright and pure amidst any darkness
we face. No darkness can overcome His Light!
We live in a time that seems to multiply con-
fusion. But, with the birth of Christ, there is
absolute clarity—clarity of hope, and triumph
over every evil. Nothing is able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord (Romans 8:38-39)!

I'll close with a personal image: Early in
the morning, I sat in a room with the shades
drawn against the darkness, considering the
thoughts I have shared here. Then I got up to
open all the shades, because when the light
came, I didn’t want to miss it. Jesus is coming!
His Light breaks into our darkness in power-
ful and personal ways. Every time we sing this
hymn together, let’s throw open the shades of
our hearts and let the light of Jesus stream into
every fiber of our beings!

e v
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No Brighter Deed

ISAIAH 64:1-9 - ]ENNIFER HOLZ, Executive Pastor

O ne of the most beloved Christmas
characters of literature is Ebenezer
Scrooge in Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol. He is at first known for his inability
to do anything good for anyone but him-
self. But the story tells of Scrooge’s change
of heart after visiting his past, present
and future. Scrooge sees what he will
become if he does not change. And his
heart is changed. By the end of the story,
Ebenezer Scrooge is doing as much good
as he can think of for others. He becomes
a gift-giver.

The prophet Isaiah reminds us that
God’s gift in Jesus is beyond anything we
could have dreamed up, beyond anything
we have ever heard of or read about, be-
yond anything we have ever seen or will
see again:

Since ancient times no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,

no eye has seen any God besides you,
who acts on behalf of those who wait
for him. —Isaiah 64:4

Christmastime is a moment in our lives
when we stop to consider what good we

can do for our fellow human beings. We
drop coins into the Salvation Army buck-
et, we wrap presents for children in need
whom we do not know. We donate gifts to
our mission partners around the world.
As God gives us His greatest gift in Jesus,
we simply reflect the ultimate Gift-Giver
in every kindness that we do.

Being generous toward others is deep-
ly embedded in us as image bearers of
the living God. Every time we reach out
in kindness to another, the light of Jesus
shines. But Jesus Himself shines brightest.
Our good deeds merely point to Him,
and help to nurture a longing in each hu-
man heart for the gift that He gives to the
world—His very life.

Isaiah speaks of God as a potter and of
us as the clay. God is at work in our lives,
helping shape us that we may become the
people He has created us to be: Christ-fol-
lowers who reflect the goodness, beauty
and light of God. So, “Let your light
shine before others, that they may see
your good deeds and glorify your Father
in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Discuss: Which of the gifts you plan to give this Christmas most resembles God's kind of
giving—selfless sacrifice for another?

Light in Motion: As you travel around at night during this Advent season enjoying the little

lights on houses and in trees, let them remind you that you are a little light for Christ. And
remember also that God gave His very brightest light as Jesus was born into the world.

10 | www.first-pres.org 12.17



No Brighter Hope

ISAIAH 60:1; 18-20 - KATIE FOWLER, Pastor of Discipleship

“Do you trust me?”

Has anyone ever asked you that question
before?

In all of our relationships, trust is a core
question. Whether it’s a friendship, a mar-
riage or a work relationship, it can’t thrive
without trust. Trust is also central to our
relationship with God. Faith is putting our
trust in God. Not just once, but a daily fol-
lowing—a daily trusting in Jesus.

So, if the Lord were to say to me, “Do you
trust me?” How would I respond? I don’t
mean my quick, “Sunday School” response.
But in my gut, when my back is against the
wall, when the waiting goes on seemingly
forever, do I trust God?

I have some friends who have taught me a
lot about what it means to follow Jesus. In par-
ticular, they have reminded me that trust in
Jesus shows up in my life through my actions.
I don't just say I trust Jesus, I live out my trust.

Our passage for the week is full of promises
from God. Incredible promises. Make-your-
heart-soar-and-your-eyes-fill-with-tears-of-
joy promises. Do we trust God to do what He
says He will do? Do we trust Him with our
past, our present—and yes—our future?

Re-read verses 18-20 from Isaiah 60.

A day is coming when the old order of

things—violence, ruin, destruction, death,
sorrow, darkness—will be no more. The Lord
will be your everlasting light.

During the season of Advent, we anticipate
when Christ will come again. The Lord will
come again. Do you believe that? Do you trust
the Lord to come again and make all things
new? And does that trust show up in your
daily life—in the way you respond to bad
news, in the way you treat others, in the way
you deal with your own anxiety and fear?

The Lord will come again.

This is our hope. A hope brighter than
anything the world could ever promise. A
future secure in the Lord Jesus Christ. Of
course we still grieve. We lament. We weep
over the darkness in our world. The “wrong-
ness” of our world unsettles us and moves us
into Spirit-empowered action.

But may we also look to the end of the
story.

May we hold on to Jesus. Even now, the
Lord comes. The Lord comes to us. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it. As the Apostle Paul writes
in Romans 15:13, “May the God of hope fill
you with all joy and peace as you trust in
him, so that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Discuss: Where do you long to see Jesus bring His Iig%

Light in Motion: Place a candle in front of you and turn off the lightggaround you. As you look
at the flicker of the flame, remind yourself that you are in God's presénce. Talk to the Lord
about the dark places where you long to see Jesus come with His light. Ask the God of hope
to fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him. May you indeed overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.

12.17 | www.first-pres.org | 11



Turn to the Light

]OHN 3:16-21 * GREG HARTNETT, Stevens Fellow

t's December. You know what that

means. The latest installation in the
Star Wars saga is finally here!

The premise in these films is that a
“Force” runs throughout the galaxy. The
good guys align with the “light side”
while the bad guys draw power from the
“dark side” One of the beautiful motifs
throughout the saga is that good guys
often try to convince bad guys to aban-
don the “dark side” and join them in the
light. However, bad guys typically choose
to remain in the shadows, subverting the
efforts of the light and seeking power
through anger and pain.

As we think about Jesus as the Light
of the world this Advent, we think about
how light serves to reveal or expose
things. This is great when you are using
a flashlight to illuminate obstacles in the
dark, but light’s revealing quality is some-
times more challenging.

Early in John's gospel, Jesus says, “Light
has come into the world, but people loved
darkness instead of light because their
deeds were evil. Everyone who does evil

hates the light, and will not come into

the light for fear that their deeds will be
exposed. But whoever lives by the truth
comes into the light, so that it may be seen
plainly that what they have done has been
done in the sight of God” (3:19b-21).

We draw on this imagery whenever we
say a scandal has been “brought to light”
Many of us carry anxiety as we attempt to
keep aspects of our life hidden. We fear
that exposing our secrets or true nature
will result in our being judged, ridiculed
and rejected. But this posture just impris-
ons us in darkness and separates us from
God and others.

In contrast, great freedom is seen a few
verses earlier when Jesus says, “God did
not send the Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him” (3:17).
Through Jesus, we are saved from darkness.
Because of Jesus, there is no need for us to
remain in darkness, for we too have been
called to the light side. This season, we find
our hope in the love of the Father, who sent
the Son to bring us into the light!

Discuss: Where does God shine brightly in your life? How have you been part of bringing
God’s light to dark places in our world? Are there areas of your life in which you are blocking
out God'’s light? What needs to happen in order for these areas to be illuminated?

Light in Motion: Take inventory of which areas of your life shine brightly, and which are a bit
dim. Does the light of Jesus permeate your speech at work or school? Your relationship with
your spouse or family? Your finances? Your social media outlets? Your Internet history? Your
opinions about people with different political convictions? Spend time in prayer asking God to
shine brightly in areas that have been closed to His light.

12 | www.first-pres.org 12.17



Pray: “"May all of us who call on
present delights and the future a

Brighter

JOHN 1:1-14 - TIM MCCONNELL, Lead Pastor

he true light that gives light to ev-
eryone was coming into the world.

— John 1:9

I was with my family at a soccer game
last month as the Air Academy High
School team marched toward the state
finals. The sun set and the lights came on
over the field; we began to see a few stars.
As we watched, an enormous harvest
moon began to rise. It was so impressive
I thought it would blot out the stars! It
occurred to me that if we stayed there
long enough we would watch the sun rise
at almost the same spot. Then the moon
wouldn’t even seem bright. The stars
would disappear. If the field lights were
still on they would not even be bright
enough to be noticed. When the true light
comes, lesser lights fade into obscurity.

We are addicted to lights, aren’t we?
Everything we look at lights up. We stare
into lighted screens all day long. It’s as if
we are gathered on the beach in the night
with our flashlights. They work fairly well.
In fact, we would be very frightened to

t

lose them in the dark. But once the sun
comes up, they are worthless. You can
hardly tell they are even turned on.

Thanks be to God, there is a light that
shines brighter and purer than the lights
we peer into: “Jesus shines brighter, Jesus
shines purer than all the angels heaven
can boast” When Paul preached before
Herod Agrippa II, he called the truth of
the Gospel “the message of light” (Acts
26:23). John Calvin said, “The word ‘light’
includes whatever makes for perfect hap-
piness, just as ‘darkness’ means death and
every kind of wretchedness... The light of
life was to spread from Judea to the Gen-
tiles” (Commentary on Acts).

Are you captured by the little lights?
Are you looking for life and help and
hope from some little screen? Once you
know the light of Jesus Christ, you will
take no interest in the lesser lights. Once
Jesus lights up your soul, the addictive lit-
tle lights will lose their luster. There is real
freedom, real satisfaction, real joy in the
light of Jesus Christ. He shines brighter!

n]ame of our Lord Jesus Christ be delivered from the
tions of the evil one by participation in the reality of the

blessings held in store and already revealed to us in Christ our Lord himself, who alone with
the Father and the Holy Spirit is praised by all creation. Amen” (A Prayer of Maximus the

Confessor, d. 662 AD). \‘

Light in Motion: Turn a flashlight on when it’s dark, then turn the-same flashlight on in the
same place during the daylight. Read Psalm 139:11-12 and notice higw the brighter light of the
sun overwhelms the lesser light of the flashlight, as Christ’s light outshines any lesser light.

12.17 | www.first-pres.org | 13



Light of the World

JOHN 8:12-19 - JOHN GOODALE, Pastor of Care

his fall, my wife Deborah and I flew

to visit one of our children. Our
flight was followed by an hour-long drive
from the airport in an unfamiliar envi-
ronment. Because we arrived at the end
of the day, we made the drive in darkness,
without any reassuring markers around
us to help with our bearings. We were
completely dependent upon our rental
car’s headlights to guide us where we were
going. Though these headlights didn’t
pierce the entire darkness around us, they
did illuminate just enough that we could
continue moving forward towards where
we needed to go.

This experience came to mind when
thinking of Jesus’ declaration, “I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness” (John 8:12).
Jesus’ love penetrates the darkness of our
hearts, and leads us to new life. His light
can also provide so much clarity in the
murkiness of today’s world, and it helps us
see God’s life-giving activity in our lives.

If we're honest, though, we sometimes
long for more spiritual illumination than
we presently have. Perhaps we wish God
would provide greater clarity about His

ways—why His actions or timing are dif-
ferent from what wed hoped or prayed
for. Or we may wish for clearer direction
for our lives than we currently feel we're
receiving from our Lord. Jesus will al-
ways provide the light and direction we'll
need—but it’s important to remember
that in His wisdom, Jesus won't provide
so much that we'll become less dependent
upon Him.

Soon, we'll turn our calendars from
one year to the next. When we do so, we'll
move from familiarity of this year to un-
certainty about what 2018 holds. We may
wonder whether the year before us will be
harder or better for us than the one we're
leaving behind. We may question whether
we'll be up for the challenges we'll en-
counter.

Though we cannot know the highs
and lows that await us, we can move con-
fidently into this new year—for we do
know the One who leads us into it. And
like my rental car headlights, the light that
Jesus provides for our lives and for our
next steps will always be enough for us to
continue moving forward.

Discuss: What would your life be like without the light that Jesus has brought into it?

Light in Motion: When driving at night, headlights cutting through the darkness before you,
think about what it means in your life that Jesus is light in the midst of darkness. If you're

driving at night with family members, ask each person what they think it looks like for Jesus to
be the light of his/her life.

14 | www.first-pres.org 12.17



Believe in the Light

JOHN 12:32-36 * TOM PIPKIN, Pastor of Family Ministries

have always loved opening Christmas

presents. When I was a small kid, we
would run down the stairs on Christmas
morning, grab our gifts, and tear them
open, all in a flurry that lasted about 60
seconds. It was great fun, but it always
ended too soon, and without a whole lot
of gratitude.

Over the years we got a little more civ-
ilized and took our time opening gifts.
Someone would be appointed the elf
who would take the presents from under
the tree and hand them out to family
members. Then wed take turns opening
gifts while everyone else watched. This
process, of course, took a lot longer. We
could more deeply appreciate the gifts
and express thanks to each other—much
to the chagrin of the younger children,
who were about to burst with anticipation
of finding out what was in those brightly
wrapped packages. If the gift received
were an item of clothing we would draw it
out even more by encouraging the person
to “try it on.” It seems the gift opening

process wasn't quite complete until the
item was tried on.

Christmas break is over and we are into
a new year. With Epiphany, we close the
door on another Advent season. We have
been inspired and challenged to consider
that Jesus, the light of the world, has in-
vaded the darkness to bring us into the
amazing light of all that He is and all that
He wants for us. Before launching ahead
into the new year, let’s take one last look
back at what Advent means and then con-
sider what our response will be moving
forward.

In John 12, Jesus is speaking about Him-
self when he says, “Believe in the light
while you have the light, so that you may
become children of light” (John 12:36).
He says the same thing to us today. We
must believe that He really is the light in
order to become people who live in the
light. It's kind of like that last step in the
gift receiving process. The gift isn't truly
yours until you try it on. Put your belief in
Jesus, the light of the world. Try Him on.

Discuss: Have you “tried on” Jesus... or is He a gift that remains unopened and unused? If
you have, what difference does believing in the light make for you?

Light in Motion: As you take down the tree and put the lights, let each ornament—each
light—remind you that if you believe in the light, God considers you to be a child of the light—
today and every day of the year ahead. »
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