Friends,

Since the beginning of the New Year we have studied 2 Corinthians and talked about
Movement. God designed the church to be a movement. We are on a mission at First
Pres. We are a movement for God. Now we move into March, with the beginning of
Lent and some promising next steps for First Pres.
Our new series, Prodigal: The God of Unrestrained Grace, begins on Ash
Wednesday, March 1. From the beginning of Lent through Easter Sunday, we’ll be
focusing on the Parable of the Prodigal Son. To experience this rich text from Luke 15,
see pages 6-7 in this issue.
This preaching series will help us dig into this parable, with its rich themes of grace
and forgiveness. We typically consider the perspective of the Prodigal Son himself, but
that’s just one part of the story. As we move through Lent we’ll see the narrative
through the eyes of the father, the older brother, and the disobedient son as we search
out just what Jesus was saying about the character of God through this powerful story. I
hope you’ll make a point to join us on this Lenten journey.
The Sunday morning series is just one way we’ll explore the story. First Pres is hosting a special art exhibition, “The Father & His Two Sons: The Art of Forgiveness,”
featuring more than 40 pieces inspired by this parable. This issue is devoted to showcasing some of this art and telling you more about the exhibition. Make plans to come
and experience the power of this story through this exhibition this Lenten season, and
think of groups or neighbors or friends who could be invited. It is not only a powerful
collection of art, but the story it portrays is the perfect entry point for some very meaningful conversations about the God who loves us and sacrifices for us. The exhibition
kicks off with a special gala opening on Friday, March 3. To learn more, visit pages 4-5.
As if that wasn’t enough, I haven’t even mentioned the biggest news in March — the
opening of the new Worship Center. We’re thrilled to have this sacred space, built for
contemporary worship, and we hope you’ll make plans to join us as it opens on
Sunday, March 26. That will also be the day we shift to our new worship times:
8:30 a.m.		 Sanctuary
9 a.m.		 Worship Center
10 a.m.		 Sanctuary
11 a.m.		 Worship Center
As we all make adjustments into our new pattern, remember what we believe the
Lord has called us to do. This change will help us worship well, make sense of our
Sunday morning schedule, and make it easier to invite a friend to worship. We’re also
excited for how this will help grow the faith among the next generation as families find
new patterns of worship together plus Christian education. This new chapter in the life
of our church begins on Sunday, March 26. See you there!
		

Yours in Christ,

		Tim
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“It is the place where I so much want to be, but am so fearful of being. It is the place where I will
receive all I desire, all that I ever hoped for, all that I will ever need, but it is also the place
where I have to let go of all I most want to hold on to. It is the place that confronts me with the
fact that truly accepting love, forgiveness, and healing is often much harder than giving it. It is
the place beyond earning, deserving, and rewarding. It is the place of surrender and complete
trust.” — Henri J. M. Nouwen, The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming

J.J. Tissot, The Prodigal Son in Modern Life: The Return, Calvin College, Gift of Larry and Mary Gerbens

A Journey of Forgiveness
This Lenten season First Pres will host a
special art exhibition, “The Father & His Two
Sons: The Art of Forgiveness,” on loan from
the Calvin College Permanent Collection.
This exhibition features more than 40 pieces
in different styles and mediums that are
inspired by the Parable of the Prodigal Son,
found in Luke 15.
This community art exhibition features
works by Rembrandt, Elmer Yazzie, Thomas
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Hart Benton, J.J. Tissot, Steve Prince and dozens more. The exhibition will be on display at
First Pres from Friday, March 3, through Sunday, April 16. The exhibition is free and open
to the public.
This exhibition was originally compiled
and donated by Larry and Mary Gerbens
from their private collection. Larry and Mary,
along with featured artist Elmer Yazzie, will
be part of the opening weekend celebration.

Anonymous, The Prodigal Son, Calvin College, Gift of Larry and Mary Gerbens

Opening Weekend
The Grand Opening Reception will be Friday, March 3, from 5 to 8 p.m. at First Pres. In
addition to refreshments and a chance to view
all 43 pieces that will be part of the exhibition,
those in attendance will be able to hear remarks
from the collector, Larry Gerbens.

Thomas Hart Benton, Return of the Prodigal Son, Calvin College, Gift of Larry and Mary Gerbens

On Sunday, Larry and Mary will be a part
of the day-long celebration. They’ll be interviewed as part of the morning worship services, and will be on hand to greet people and
share their story.
On Sunday, March 5 at 2 p.m. in the Sanctuary Larry Gerbens will conduct a Collector’s Lecture, where he’ll share a bit of the story
of creating this exhibition, stories about the
pieces and the artists and how it’s become his
ministry. This talk will be free and open to the
public.

Jon McDonald, Shelter from the Storm, Calvin College, Gift of Larry and Mary Gerbens

Visiting the Exhibition
The exhibition will remain on display at
First Pres through Easter Sunday, April 16.
The visiting hours will be Tuesdays from 3
to 8 p.m., Thursdays from 1 to 5 p.m. and
Sunday mornings from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
First Pres will have trained docents to help
guide visitors through the exhibition, and
docent-led tours will be available during
exhibition hours. To schedule a docent-led
tour, call First Pres at 884-6100.
Open to the Community
This exhibition is open
to the community, and a
great way to introduce
those outside the church to
the story of the Prodigal
Son, with its rich themes
on grace and forgiveness. Be in prayer
about who you can
invite to share in
this powerful
exhibition.

David and Deborah Garner,
The Return of the Prodigal Son,
Calvin College,
Gift of Larry and Mary Gerbens
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Throughout Lent we’ll be immersed in the Parable of the Prodigal Son, found in Luke
15. This parable, with its rich themes on grace and forgiveness, is the inspiration
behind our Lenten art exhibition.
Below is the full text of the parable. Consider the words of Luke as you experience
the art at First Pres beginning March 3.

esus continued: “There was a man who
had two sons. The younger one said to
his father, ‘Father, give me my share of
the estate.’ So he divided his property between
them.
“Not long after that, the younger son got
together all he had, set off for a distant country
and there squandered his wealth in wild living.
After he had spent everything, there was a
severe famine in that whole country, and he
began to be in need. So he went and hired
himself out to a citizen of that country, who
sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to
fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs
were eating, but no one gave him anything.
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How
many of my father’s hired servants have food
to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will
set out and go back to my father and say to
him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you. I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms
around him and kissed him.
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I am
no longer worthy to be called your son.’
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“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick!
Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a
ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a
feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.’ So they began to celebrate.
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field.
When he came near the house, he heard
music and dancing. So he called one of the
servants and asked him what was going on.
‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your
father has killed the fattened calf because he
has him back safe and sound.’
“The older brother became angry and
refused to go in. So his father went out and
pleaded with him. But he answered his father,
‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for
you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you
never gave me even a young goat so I could
celebrate with my friends. But when this son
of yours who has squandered your property
with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always
with me, and everything I have is yours. But
we had to celebrate and be glad, because this
brother of yours was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found.’”
—Luke 15:11-32

ALL GENERATIONS

Rembrandt van Rijn, Return of the Prodigal Son, Calvin College, Gift of Larry and Mary Gerbens
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or Larry Gerbens, a love of art
was something he fostered as
an undergraduate at Calvin
College. Larry was a pre-med
major, but he had all his
required coursework done. So
he took an Art History course.
“I always remember that course and my
love of hearing about and looking at art
throughout history,” Larry said.
That course started a life-long love affair
with art. Larry, who embarked on a career as
an ophthalmologist, and his wife Mary, an
LPN, were in the medical field, but art was a
passion. They began collecting pieces and getting involved in art galleries. But it was a
book given to Larry by his brother-in-law,
Don Prys, that sparked an interest in the Parable of the Prodigal Son.
Don gave Larry Henri Nouwen’s book, The
Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming, and it caused him to think about the
parable in a new way. About that time, he recognized a piece he’d already acquired — a serigraph by John August Swanson, created in
1984, that was inspired by the parable. It was
the first piece Larry and Mary acquired that
was inspired by the parable, but hardly the last.
“I’ve heard it said a picture is worth a
8 | www.first-pres.org 3.17

thousand words, so a parable is worth a 1,000
pictures,” Larry said. “That’s true of the Prodigal
Son, which has inspired many different pieces.”
Larry and Mary began acquiring as many
pieces as they could find that were inspired by
the Parable of the Prodigal Son. That led
them to acquire the etching by Rembrandt
and the five etchings entitled “The Prodigal
Son in Modern Life” by J.J. Tissot, all of
which are part of the collection to be displayed at First Pres.
Included in the pieces he gathered were
more challenging takes on the parable, including one from Thomas Hart Benton done in
1939 during the Great Depression. Benton
wasn’t a man of faith, and his stark take on the
return of the Prodigal Son is thought provoking.
“There is no possibility of redemption; no
grace; no homecoming,” Larry said of the
piece, which is also part of the collection on
display at First Pres.
In addition to collecting pieces, the Gerbens began commissioning works from modern artists. Larry and Mary traveled around
the country meeting artists and commissioning pieces, including the 2004 piece by New
Mexico artist Elmer Yazzie, who will be on
hand opening weekend at First Pres. You can
learn more about Yazzie on pages 10-11.

John August Swanson, The Prodigal Son, Calvin College, Gift of Larry and Mary Gerbens

In 2008, the Gerbens gave the collection to
Calvin College, which in turn loans it out to
churches and groups throughout the country
as part of a traveling exhibition. What began as
a love of art, and a powerful inspiration in the
Parable of the Prodigal Son, has turned into a
passion project for the Gerbens. Larry said
sharing the collection and talking about the
Prodigal Son has become the couple’s ministry.
“Mary and I have really grown into this at
the Lord’s leading,” he said. “When I started
this, it was a collection. It was a collection
around a theme that hung at our house and
very few people saw it. But soon we heard the
voice of the Spirit saying, ‘I haven’t allowed
you to do this just for you.’ It’s the best investment we could have made because we’ve seen
the impact it makes on people’s lives.”
As the Gerbens travel around the country
with the collection and share their story, the
response has been amazing. Larry said he gets
notes and letters frequently from people who
were moved and inspired by the images. People use it as a devotional, and have grown in
their faith as they’ve dug into the rich themes
of grace and forgiveness in the parable and
the art it inspired.
“I’ve experienced God’s grace in my life,
that’s why I love the Parable of the Prodigal

Mary
and
Larry
Gerbens

Son,” he said. “Our witness has become more
powerful and eloquent because of seeing how
it affects other’s lives, but it started with an
impact on our lives first.”
When they first started gathering pieces,
the Gerbens couldn’t imagine what it would
lead to, but these many years later they’re
grateful for the way God has used them and
this collection to touch hearts and minds
around the country. Larry said he’s excited to
come and share his story with the Colorado
Springs community, and can’t wait to see how
the collection inspires those who come to
First Pres this Lenten season.
“I hope that it is a great gathering point for the
church, for the members of the church and community,” he said. “It’s a big project that brings a lot
of people together. I know it will impact the community outside of the church and bring people
from other churches and those outside the
church together out of a sense of wonder.”
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Elmer Yazzie, The Prodigal Sons and the Father, Calvin College, Gift of Larry and Mary Gerbens

Elmer Yazzie
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n addition to collectors Larry and
Mary Gerbens, one of the
featured artists will also be a part
of the opening weekend celebration. Elmer Yazzie, who created
“The Prodigal Sons and the
Father” pictured above, will be
part of the celebration March 3 to
5 at First Pres.
Yazzie’s piece, completed in 2004,
was a commission of the Gerbens.
Larry and Mary traveled to Yazzie’s
home in New Mexico in the spring of

Meet One of the Artists:

Elmer Yazzie
2003 and asked him to create a piece
inspired by the Parable of the Prodigal Son for their collection. More than
a year later he brought his piece to
Larry and Mary at their home in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.
In the book The Father & His Two
Sons: The Art of Forgiveness, Yazzie
notes that he began work on the
piece in 1995 while in Reichelsheim,
Germany. He had been given a copy
of Rembrandt’s painting “Prodigal
Son” as a gift for lecturing, and it
sparked something in him.
But it wasn’t until the Gerbens
visited in 2003 that prompted a return
to the concept. After time in prayer
and sketching, he began the piece
that eventually ended up as part of
the collection. Yazzie noted that key
to him was the inclusion of both sons,
who each play a key role.
“I thought it was important to
represent both sons in the parable
because both have issues with the
father,” he wrote in the book (The
Father & His Two Sons: The Art of
Forgiveness, page 52).
Yazzie was born in Shiprock, New

Mexico, and he’s a member of the
Navajo Tribe. He now makes his home
in Gallup, New Mexico and teaches at
the Rehoboth Christian School. He is a
graduate of Calvin College, earning a
BA in Art Education in 1976. Yazzie
began his career as a full-time art
educator for grades K-12, and has
developed his own art while teaching
full or part time since August of 1976.
His art has captured the attention of art
appreciators and students world-wide.
Yazzie is famous for his use of
brushes made from yucca plants, and
his unique use of the plant for his watercolor brushes has brought many opportunities for presentations, lectures,
exhibits and seminars. Invited to show
and teach in China, Germany, Israel,
Belize and throughout North America,
he is the recipient of numerous awards
and honors.
During the exhibition's opening
weekend Yazzie will be a part of the
opening reception on Friday, March 3,
and will be sharing his story and more
about his techniques throughout the
weekend.

3.17 | www.first-pres.org | 11

REQUESTED

8:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
A new preaching series begins August 28

Starting March 26

SERVICE

		

NEW WORSHIP TIMES

ADDRESS

12 | www.first-pres.org 3.17
Non Profit Org.
U. S. Postage
PAID
Colo. Spgs. CO
Permit No. 419

Sanctuary
Worship Center
Sanctuary
Worship Center

